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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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1) The amendment filed 12/29/2006 is acknowledged. Claim 2 has 
been canceled. New claim 54 is added. 

2) Newly submitted claim 54 is directed to an invention that 
is independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed 
for the following reasons: New claim 54 recites different 
structures and operations with original claims land3-53, which 
requires first and second member for allowing optical disc to be 
moved in loading direction, a base member, a first and second 
urging members, etc., 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the 
originally presented invention, this invention has been 
constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on 
the merits. Accordingly, claim 54 is withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP§ 821.03. 

3) An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. 
Should the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, 
an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 
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Cancel non-elected claim 54. 

4) Claims 1 and 3-53 are allowed. 

The optical disc driving apparatus for driving an optical 
disc while reading out information contained in optical disc, the 
optical disc having an outer peripheral surface, comprises a 
housing formed with an loading slot having optical disc passed 
there -through, a first detecting means for performing a detection 
of outer peripheral surface of optical disc to be moved into 
housing, a second detecting means for performing a detection of 
outer peripheral surface of optical disc to be moved into housing 
after detection of outer peripheral surface of optical disc is 
performed by first detecting means, a judging means for judging 
whether one optical disc or partially overlapped optical discs are 
passed through loading slot of housing based on results detected by 
first and second detecting means in which housing has an imaginary 
center plane on which center axis of optical disc extends when 
optical disc moves into housing, an imaginary lateral plane 
perpendicular to imaginary center plane, the loading slot of 
housing having an imaginary disc path on which optical disc moves 
into housing, the imaginary disc path being in perpendicular 
relationship with each of imaginary center plane and imaginary 
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lateral plane, in which first detecting means includes a pivotal 
member pivotably movable between angular positions thereof while 
being held in contact with outer peripheral surface of optical disc 
to be moved into housing, a detecting device for detecting angular 
positions of pivotal member, in which second detecting means 
includes an operation member accommodated in housing in spaced 
relationship with pivotal member of first detecting means to be 
movable between operational positions thereof while being held in 
contact with outer peripheral surface of optical disc to be moved 
into housing, a pivotal member to be pivotably movable between 
angular positions thereof in association with operational positions 
of operation member while being held in contact with operation 
member and a detecting device for detecting the angular positions 
of pivotal member, as recited in the independent claims, are not 
found or suggested in the prior art of record. 

5) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN XUAN 
DINH whose telephone number is (571)272-7586. The examiner can 
normally be reached on MONDAY to FRIDAY from 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

The FAX phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system . 
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Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov/ . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 ( tol 1 - f ree ) . 
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